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Freemasonry is the oldest and largest fratemal organization in the world and prides itself on its
many charitable activities

Dates back (o the middle ages when craft guilds were formed and made up of operative masons
whotraveled throughout Europe building the majestic gothic cathedrals and churches

As the need for gothic structures diminished in Europe, men who did not practice masonry as a
rade recognized the benefits of the guilds and sought admission, evolving into what at we now
call speculative Masonry or Freemasonry

Working tools of operative masonry, such the trowel, square, and compasses, are referenced
today as symbols that impart important lessons in building a man’s strength of character

In short, Freemasonry seeks to take good men and make them better, improving them in all their
daily roles.

Freemasonry spread to America where the first chartered lodge was formed in Boston in 1733

Each state has one “Grand Lodge” and Massachusetts Grand Lodge is the oldest in the United
States

A bronze plate on State Street, Boston marks the site of the first Grand Lodge of Masons in
Massachusets.

Many of our founding fathers were Masons, including Paul Revere, George Washington, and
Benjamin Franklin.

Each state s its own jurisdiction, and there is no larger entity that governs Fremasonry at a
national level.

Freemasonry has played a role throughout U. S. history; a poignant example is depicted in a
‘monument at Gettysburg of mortally wounded Confederate Brigadier General Lewis Armistead
in the arms of *brother” and Union Captain Henry Bingharm after Picket’s Charge.

Freemasons in Massachusetts are the largest donors of blood in the state

Masonic charitable entitis include Shriners Burns Institutes, Shriners Hospitals for Crippled
Children, both of which offer services free of charge. Also, The Knight's Templar Eye
Foundation, Schizophrenia Rescarch programs and the Scoitish Rite Museu of our National
Heritage

Massachusetts Grand Lodge of Masons and local lodges contribute millions of dollars each year
to charities, scholarships, and other worthwhile programs as well as supporting a Child
Identification Program (MyCHIP) that provides video, tooth prints with DNA sample, and
fingerprints fiee of charge to parents.




